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more than one generation. Take the case of one so tainted from birth, who has around him associations of crime and of filth, of misery and of degradation, and take the other who has healthy organisation to start with, and who has some better knowledge of what is bright in the world than the one I have put to yon, surrounded by all that is dark, and with the inherited blackness inside, and I ask you to try the resistance of those men. In some degree it is admitted the action is governed. In what degree ? By the degree of the poisoned organisation given to the child at its birth ; by the degree of crime that went on for generations before it was born; by the degree of the filthy atmosphere in. which it breathes; by the degree of disease and wretchedness which surrounds it up to the moment of volition. By these degrees is it necessitated? The Secularist says prayer does not clear the drain. We show men how, and we give to their brains the tonic of onr knowledge. Some take it better than others, some worse than others, but to all it is a new spring, a new ingredient. Men are not helplessly driven to and fro in the sense of being merely passive victims. Each one is an active drop in the waves which make up the ocean of human life, not only making up the wave but making part of its activity, acting on as well as acted on, resisting and inspiring, not dashed "helplessly" but helping to dash. Our friend (and it is a pleasure to be opposed to a gentleman able to make points good-humoreclly as our friend does), our friend raised a laugh, in which I was pleased to share, about the intelligence of the cabbage-stalk, and perhaps he will talk of the admission I am now going to make. Between the cabbage and the man I know no break. Between the highest of which I know and the lowest of which I know in the scale of life I know no break. I do not mean to say any difference, but any break. I trace step by step down the ladder until I come where it is impossible for me, for want of technical knowledge, to distinguish between animal and vegetable life. Not only impossible for me, but impossible for the most skilled specialist we have. But there is a large difference between the rose and the cabbage. Yes; as there is a large difference between the Englishman and the Negro; between the Andaman and the Caucasian; and you have no right to talk